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PIONEBR. 
"For thou, thou art my last love; the sweetest and the best. 
My heart but shed its outer leaves to give thee all the rest." 




While peace and contentment with us abide- 



^7 




H". Louis }f. Duesina. 
.faster, ^S^ -:/8£>9 -/&00 



' Thou art the man ! ' 



OUR TITLED OFFICERS, 

=^E^1900^ 

HEREIN LIES OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH. 

Worshipful Master, LOUIS "W. DUESING. 

Senior Warden, MAURICE GARDNER. 

Junior Warden, MARTIN STRAUSS. 
Treasurer, P. M. FRANK DOBSON. 

Secretary, P. M. SAMUEL B. WHEELER. 

Senior Deacon, ELMER MUSTARD. 
Junior Deacon, HARRY SIMON. 

Senior Master of Ceremonies, WALTER V. BENDLE. 

Junior Master of Ceremonies, LOUIS W. SCHMUTZ. 

Senior Steward, WILLIAM HAFELE. 

Junior Steward, CHARLES VALENTE. 

Marsfial, J. KUN. 
Organist, W. H. TAYLOR. 

Assistant Organist, B. BAER. 

Tyler, EDWARD SCHMID 

CHAPLAINS. 

R. W. JOSEPH F. MacENTEE. P. M. PETER FLECK. 




Lead, kindly light. 
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WORSHIPFUL MASTER'S TRIBUTE TO ALMA MATER. 
OUR RIPENED AUTHORITY. 



I 



N the two preceding pages we reproduce by skillful ai-t work legiLle copies ot the 

dear old warrant and Charter which in June, 1900, will be surrendered to the 

Grand Lodge, that these may be deposited in the archives of that Supreme liody 
for safe keeping, and that future generations may tender the ancient documents rever- 
ence and esteem. They are, in their present condition, indicative of the name Pioneer, 
displaying as they do antiquity by long usage, begrimed with the dust of a century's 
folds, yet we love to wander liack to bygone years, following the blazings which our 
predecessors made through the tortuous and uncertain forest of learning, ever striving 
for more light from the blazing star of Masonic truth, while emulating the com- 
mendable examples set by those passed beyond, ever striving for grander and greater 
achievements as time moves on. 

Through the shadows of the past bright sunshine gleams as if liidding us onward 
and upward in the grand labor of exemplifying those sterling tenets of true Masonry, 
which noble teachings are at once a guide to mature manhood and a comfort in 
distress. 

May these honorable relics never be destroyed, that they may be a landmark on 
the highway of the Craft untd time shall Ije no more, and may we utter with true 
sincerity — " Whither thou goest I will go : and where thou lodgest I will lodge ; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God." 

An hundred years ! The smiles and tears which liave been lavished, aye and 
copiously shed upon this honored (Charter) testament I have been charged to jeal- 
ously protect from vulgar eyes, attest in mature years the strength and wisdom of 
its defense against ravages of time. 

Behold this seared, inflexible protest against the lapse ol wisdom and the spread 
of truth ! 

'Tis ours by dowry ; 'twere indeed a competence more weighty in its wealth of 
heritage than crown of king or monarch's seal. 

Brethren, we govern not intelligently until first taught the lesson to obey. I 
charge you, then, attentive be until we do invoke the Deity and humbly pray. 



OFFERTORY. 

Father, Thou in heaven above, 
Ijook down from Thy throne of love ; 
Beneath Thy hand we'll shelter take 
Until tlie morning sun awake. 
Then, refreshed, we'll strive to be 
All that's pleasing, Lord, to Thee : 
Forgive our faults, that we may rest 
Forever on dear Nature's breast. 
Amen. 



FROM THE MASTER. 
ON BEING INSTALLED IN OFFICE. 

RUilVr Worsliipriil Sir and Brotlier Grand Secretary Elilers ; Your eloquent 
peroration in.s[)ii-(!S witldn me belief, hope, faitli, and confidence that there is 
in store for Pioneer Lodgi- a deei) fruition and — may wo say — a just and equi- 
talih^ reward. 

Tliat " Jiome was not made in a day" in- hy one sin.u'le hand is and has been 
exemjililied Ijy tin; misciWe (dements which have Ijlended with me, and as an initial 
factor of a whole I am privileged to so remain and abide for yet another season. 



MASTER'S ANNUAL REPORT. 

Ilre/hn'V, Ilrallirrx^ J'^riitirs, JAinu/s : 

It being iiicundient upon me to render an acc(juntiiig for my work as Alaster of 
Pioneer Lodge, Xo. '-Ml, F. & A. M., dui'iiig tlie year 18'.I0, J herewitli )iresent the 
fiiUowing for youi- e(lilicatioii and possible criticism. 

T)uring the year ISDS I had the pleasures of raising -'J candidates to the sulilime 
degree of Master Mason, and we wore still more fortunate in '' raising" a liki^ num- 
ber, jilus 1 additional, total ilO, and still new branches ai-e l:)eing added to the piarent 
tree, that she may In.' I'orever ll(jurishii)g. 

( )n Januarv 1 ultimo this Ijodge had a membershi|) m go(jd standing of IDS 
labf)rdoviiig souls, from which numbei' HI ha,\'e been sus})cnde(l, according to the 
inflexible dictales of tln' livdaws thoroughly establisliod. 

1 trust these facts iiuxy appeal to you in the true light, and that you may rejoice 
with ui(^ in the marked progression of the ('i'a,ft, and dear old Pimieer in particular. 

You will observe by Ihe reports of the Treasui'er and Hoard (.>f Trustees that the 
linancial affairs of Ihis Lodge are in a healthful comlilion, and that at the late annual 
election the infusion of now life, the I'at ilicat ion of [leaco between disscmting elements, 
and the establishmeiil of pei'fcicX harmony preyailod to that extent as to adjure me to 
so govern and conduct your coui'se in future as to merit a continuance of the valued 
honor conferi'oil upon me, of \\dii(di 1 am, in all earnestness, gratefully lu'oud. 

jV })i'ecision and exactness on tlie part id' our faithful Secretary give you in iier- 
fectdeta.il a symposium of data and facts, ami a corroborative statement from our 
wii.tch ful Treasurer must have already established in your minds an irrefutable con- 
lideuce in the man.'igi'mcnl, of our linancial affairs. 

j'Vgain, the elliciency i>i our T)(.'acous ami AYardens deserves unstinted iiraise 
while the contingent [loiuts id' the compass are rijpresented l>y oiiera.tives both worthy 
and well ipiaiilied. 

From the West to the East the entire carpet has been trodden by zealous 
coworkers, and to those now retiring I extend my appreciation in red ink and larn-e 
type, wishing fm- them prosi)erity and a fulsome share of that Masonic pleasure 
wliicli, thank God, 1 am imbued with. 



My acceptance of the office of Master of this Lodge for tlie ensuing year is, I 
hope, sufficient evidence of grateful acknowledgment for the gift you have again so 
generously bestowed upon me, and my word upon it, there will be no relaxation of 
energy for the promotion of the best interests of Pioneer Lodge, nor will there be 
left one stone unturned to further improve, if possible, the good work now in hand 
and to follow. 

Men, brethren, and fellows, I came to you with a purpose ; and that purpose is 
to make Pioneer Lodge, No. 20, beyond a parallel. 

This object of mine I cannot accomplish alone, but with your needed aid there 
is a chance for this Lodge to be quoted as the star and banner Lodge of the Craft 
within this Masonic jurisdiction. 

With these thoughts kindly meant, I have the honor to be. 

Yours by direction, 

L. W. DUESING, W.M. 



MASTER'S CENTENNIAL ADDRESS. 

Brethren assembleil, the universal ritual of our beloved Order prescribes cer- 
tain forms of address when a Mason meets a brother, yet diversities are indulged in, 
otttimes jocular, and of the latter there is a challenge in vogue among old-time 
Connecticut State Masons who are wont to salute you with the query, ' ' How old 
is your mother '/ " 

This pertinent challenge I will to-night controvert into a seriims question and 
answer it for you and say, she is one hundred years old to-da}% thank God ! 

I glory in the unstinted support which my honored confrerex have granted me in 
their several capacities, and while discretion bids me bridle my impulses and check 
the tongue of praise to individual officers of my gallant and competent staff, it were 
but mete to accord to my working aids that measure of grateful approval which is 
their heritance ; and I hope for continuity in their zealous duties. 

'Twere useless to descant upon the origin, the birth, the first conception and 
inception of Pioneer Lodge, No. 20, its feeble infancy, its strenuous but apparently 
futile efforts to assert itself in youthful progress, or its grand, heroic, and successful 
supremacy in succeeding vigorous years which to-day has caused the century glass of 
Father Time to be reversed and a new epoch to become inaugurated, save that in the 
preceding pages this has already been clironicled in as good a form and manner 
as possible. 

Hail, then, the sunrise of another cycle of time ! And when the warm kiss of 
to-morrow's sun shall absorb the moisture of this night's dewy embrace of heaven's 
descending joy, may we mingle in fraternal thanksgiving for the progression of our 
revered Alma Mater. 

The history of Pioneer Lodge is not devoid of incident, for she has registered 
struggles and triumphs, pleasure and bereavement, hence apropos the immortal lines — 

"We must not hope to be mowers and gather the ripe gold ears. 
Until we first have been soivcrs and watered the furrows with tears." 



My brethren — nay, I sliould say compatriots — I uncover [here remove] to gratiiy 
my wisli to mingle with you on a common level ; to abilicate for the time being the 
exalted position which your unanimous edict has raised me to, for the purpose ot 
fertilizing fraternally the ground we have mutually sown with good seed, and by 
experience propagate the young anil climbing temli-ils which entwine our lamily tree 
of Masonic success. 

Living I loved, tjut not alone 

One oliject ; for 'twei-e vain 
All Nature should lack my esteem ; 

Her love I sought to gain. 
And, loving her, I saw the light 

And beauty of God's love in me. 
So. when my time shall come I'll go. 

And bow to her decree. 

If it be life, I'll die to live ! 

'Twere death, I've lived to die ! 
May heaven's morn disclose to nie 

A resting-place for aye. 
Through death's dark night I'll stem the flood 

Of Jordan's dark and stormy tide. 
But in the morning I'll awake, 

And then be satisfied. 

Let these sentimcuits which I have perhaps imperfectly expresscil, but which 
have been nurtured in a contented breast, be accepted as emanating from my better 
self ; and may th(! peace of (.xod, which passeth all understanding, rest and abide 
with you all until time shall l.)e no more. 

^\Tid so, in the mutation of events, when with the incoming of a generation 
which knows mat nor will acknowledge a retrograde movenu/nt Pioneer Lodge shall be 
ofIicere(l and meudiered bv young(_'r tissue and smew of succeeding strength and 
vigor, we that are here to-day will have laid our burdens down at the jiortals of the 
(ii-and fjodge aliove and will have reiterated the epistle of tlie liistoric Paul — " We 
have fought the g(.iod light, we have linished our course, we have kept good faith." 

My brethren, we ai'e now so amalgamated that time alone can disintegrate the 
cement of ln'uthei-ly love and affection which urntes us; therefore in coming years 
let us '' hold fast tliat which is gnod,'' for the roots of our parent tree, ye ancient 
and honorable Piotieers, are now so deeply and firmly iuiplanted as to insure for the 
future a continuance of the well-apiilied legend, in her is vested wisdom, strength, 
and beauty. 

So mote it be. 





W D. POWNALL 

HoriORARY riEMBfrR OF Pioneer Lodge fl^.20 



Behold the Master ! Austere, grand ; 
Our destinies lie in his hand. 




i , > 



JoMM Stewart 

. p. G.M.ofS.ofMY 
HohOrarY Mehber or PiojsEEtt Lodge JV20 



He was a counselor supreme, and wise. 




Grand jSeC. of S-^- ^' 



Yea, verily, "the pen is mightier than the sword." 





R;.W. Jos.F MacEnt 

e^CHAPLAine J 



j-» H 



Hence, more light 



Ancient and honorable; though far away, 
His heart with us ^vill ever stay ; 




Proverbial, each succeeding year 
His thoughts revert to Pioneer. 




/f . M. Samuel £. If/ieeler. 
jSecretari/. 



He who chronicles the time, the doings and events thereof deserves the fitting 
titles sage, philosopher, and friend. 




W.'.Peter Fleck 

c^Chaplaih®^ 



A messenger of grace, a mentor of appeal. 




W. -.Eugene: Erath 



His creed was simple, and his only school 
Was nature ; creed, the Golden Rule. 




w.chasb.Grogan 

-il'r P. MASTER. 4- 



"Whoe'er from Nature takes a view 
Must copy, and improve it, too." 




W. FRANK DOBSON 



•r 



TREASURER.-:?^ 



A timely lesson if instilled in youth is, list' to reason and revere the troth. 




f. -r- 
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NIL NISI BONUM M0RTUI5. 
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As fall the leaves in autumn, 
So shall our earth-life trend : / 

And to the great Jehovah 
Our souls submissive bend. 

Thus hearts which once beat for us 
Shall still and lowly be, 

Until, at last united, 
We reach eternity. 

Like it has been and ever 
So shall it be ; and then, 

When time shall end, we'll never 
Vouchsafe aught but amen, 



JOSEPH S. HALL. 

Raised March 26, 1894. Lowered December 14. 1897. 

" His life was gentle; and the elements so mixed in 
him that Nature might stand up and say to all the 
-world, this was a man ! " 

ADOLPH PPEIFFER. 

Raised November6, 1806. Lowered January 13, 1899. 

"Bid Time and Nature gently spare the shaft we 
raise to them and thee." 

OSCAR SCHREIBER. 

Raised May 14, 1894. Lowered May 8, 1898. 

" For so He giveth his beloved sleep." 

WILLIAM E. WENNIGMAN. 

Raised October 22, 1894. Lowered Hay 6, 1898. 

" May he behold the face of the Lord in righteous, 
ness, awake in His likeness, and be satisfied." 

OEORQE F. ALBERS. 

Raised June 8, 1896. Lowered December 7, 1899. 

His sun but set to rise again. So be it evermore. 
Amen. 

JOHN DUKE. 

Raised July 1, 1867. Lowered November 10, 1899. 

Inasmuch as that nothing material can be destroyed, 
let us rest in the assurance that " He doeth all things 
well." 



If death be life, they died to live 
'Twere death, they lived to die. 



' As pants the hart for cooling streams 

When heated in the chase, 
So longs my aching heart for Thee 
And Thy redeeming grace." 







EOAEIJ^ OF TEUSTEES. 

"Oft from His gentle paths we strayed, 
And yet in love He sought us ; 
Then on His bosom softly laid 
He home rejoicing brought us." 




S MARSHAL '^ 
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r JOHN^STEFFENS^ 



- AP(f ,4,99 



; n\CV\Ol^5TH0MP50rt 




How pleasing 'tis, and may it be through time to all eternity, that brothers mingle and unite in 

praise of Him who gave more light. 




Sunrise and sunset. May their glow shine brightly on th' omega of a well-spent life. 
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E. WARING. 

MAR 18-38 






•'/'ujy.i"-'^ 








A group for artist's eye to scan. Mimic, philosopher, tim'rous man, artist, student, and soldier 

bold united in one common fold. 




There have been others. There are none who merit mere the words, well done ! 
And down the lapse of time to be th' omega of eternity shall close upon their silent days in 
fulsome and deserved praise. 



MASTER AND MAN. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF LOUIS WILLIAM DUESING, 

VREf>KNT MASTEii (IF I'lONEEK LODGE, NO. 20, F. & A. M. , S. N. Y. 

RE was Ih)1-ii ill New York City on June 24, 1S60, amid llio excitement of sectional 
strife wliicli lieralded the rebellion of our Civil War, and it may 1h; that his 
forceful and determined cliaracter was more or less shaped in infancy liy these 
facts. In any event his pluck, perseverance, and sterling integrity marked him early 
in liijyhood as a coming successful business man. This predictujn has been amply 
fulfilled and verilied. 

With a limited common-school education, supplemented by an abi'idged course of 
training in an ordinary business college, the y<mtli at foui'teen years of age ventures 
forth to face the world alone. 

Starting in life as an office boy in employ of the New York Life Insui'ance Com- 
pany, he soon thereafter resigned to accept a position with the New York Dnllij Bid- 
h'tin, and thus employed experienced constant friction with Cotton Exchange affairs, 
subsequently being appointed first floor messenger in that corporation, then advanced 
to a clerkship with Eielding, (Iwyiin & Co., commission merchants, remaining with 
them for nearly tiiree years. Hh'oiu thence to the canceling department witli the New 
York Elevated Railroad. 

Illness f(jllo\ved in 187S, ami lie acce[>ted witli alacrity an out-door jiosition as 
brakeman on the same road soon tliereafte)-, secui'ed througli the kindly offices of his 
former employer, j\Ir. Cowing. 

While in the employ of the last-named corporation he connected himself with a 
large publisiiing house, introducing an installment plan for puJ.ilications, deriving a 
handsome revenue from the sanie. He then opened the La Fayette Club House in 
Harlem, which he conducted for several yeai's. 

Negotiating a successful sale of the aforementione<l property, he engaged 
forthwith in the wholesale produce commission business in Manhattanville, accruing 
in a short time sufficient means to gratify an earlier ambition of engaging in the pub- 
lishing business, which he did in St. Louis soon after, losing considerable money in 
the venture. 

While in St. Louis he was elected a delegate to the Greenback party of that city, 
who gathered at Ren Butler's convention in Kansas City in 1«84. 

His next engagement in New York was with Bolen & Byi-nes, mineral water 
bottlers. Within a very few weeks he proved himself a salesman, from which station 
he was immediately advanced to that of outside repi-esentative, developing at last 
into an accredited reju-esentative of a popular brewery, the career culminating in 
establishing himself in tlie hotel and restaurant business. 

As Master and man Mr. Duesing exem[ilifies in every sense the word or term 
Mason, his enemies few and his friends legion. 

THE CHRONICLER. 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

WE have lirouglit to liglit lln' original seal of Alirams Lodge, and herewitli 
i-ejirodnce the same to show the character of engraving in the old time as well 
as to answer an oft-repeated question, " Is the name not Abrahams?" This 
matter is now settled beyond a doubt, as the illustration is conclusive evidence. 




HISTORICAL. 

CHOUGHTFUL readers, herewitli is presented to you but a fragmentary story of 
inception, progress, and present condition of affairs within and without onr 
revered Alma Mater, Pioneer T^odge, No. 20, F. & A. }il. , Manhattan, X. Y. 

A hundred years ago to-day, back in the olden time, a small but intrepid l)and 
of men united as brothers, became duly organized, and in time received a legal dis- 
pensation to execute Masonic work in this oiii- now gi'i'at, but then somewhat insig- 
nificant, section of Manhattan called then, as now, Frankfort Street, in old St. 
John's Hall. 

( )nly meager and disconnected knowledge has lieeii handed down concerning the 
history of what was termeil Abrams Lodge a centiirv ago, until there was recently 
discovered in the ai'chives of Pioneer Lodge records of tlie parent tree whose leaves 
are numbered, beginning on Friday, December 'JG, A.L. ."iSOV, this date corresponding 
to the year 1S07 ]iast. 

The grammatical phraseology of lodge secretaries in those days was indeed 
quaint, and in some instances a vein of homely i'lo(iueiice in the cause of sickness and 
distress made manifold the warm-heartedness and loyalty of our elder firethren long 
since welcomed to the Grand Lodge aljoye. 

That both operative and speculative iMasoiirv in its constantly and rapidly increas- 
ing self is of ancient origin may lie deduced from the fact that to-day there are 
upward of two million in number (^f actiye iMasons in Ihe civilized world, embracing 
those of varied nations and religious creeds, yet all amalgamated in one great brother- 
hood or family for the noble and glorious pur[)oscs of disseminating healthful knowl- 
edge, disbursing providential aiil to distressed worth}' Ijrethren and their kin, 
condju'ting the sick, and performing the hist service to the dead, which has fiecome a 
heritage by the observance of Masonic tenets. 



OUR OWN LODGE 20 IN PARTICULAR 

Had its sunrise on a bleal^, cheei'less Friday in the shape of a [H'tition present(-il to 
the Grand Lodge of New York by miscellaneous brethren of sundry subordinate 
Lodges to organize as "good Masons and citizens," which eviilontly they were found 
to lie, " worthy and well qualified." 

Perhaps the solemn, impressive, and pathetic rendei-ing of elaboi-ate iMasonic 
obsequies of the Father of our Country stirred the hearts of men with mingled 
lament and awe, for it was the very day liefore George Washington's Ijurial that a 
petition for a warrant was presented to the Grand Lodge by one John Coffin and 
others, and this celebrity became the first Mastei- of Alirarns Lodge. 

" His youth was innocent ; his riper age 
Marked witli some act of goodness every day : 
And watched by eyes that loved him, calju and sage 
Faded liis late declining years away. 
Meekly he gave his being up, and went 
To share the holy rest that waits a life well spent." 

At the time the aforesaid petition was presented the Grand Lodge was in special 
and extraordinary session on December 30, 1799, for the pui'pose particularly of 
deciding upon the best and luost appropriate manner in wliicli to lav awav tlie remains 
of tins then young nation's hero ; yet the prayer of Abrams Lodge was recom- 
mended, and soon thereafter, namely, February 26, fSOO, ami on ilarch ."i following 
Abrams Lodge showed progress by witnessing her first blaster installed in the Grand 
Lodge, wliicli august body entertained him as one most highly esteenn^d among them. 

Thus equippied with early honor and fame, Abrams Lodge renewed her energies, 
yet stubble, stone, and thorn beset the patlnvay of these undaunted and non-super- 
stitious founders, not in the least disnuived bv the ominous clouds of portentous 
precedent, yet we find that the earlier days of Abrams Lodge struggles wei'e fraught 
with many disappointments, and her just claim to recognition from cimtemporary 
Lodges frequenth^ met with rebuff, which caused at last a relaxation of interest 
among its already sadly depleted membership, until in the year 1S73 tliei-e was 
renewed interest manifested, and dui'ing that time and for salient reasons tl]e name of 
the Lodge was cJianged to that of its jn-esent title. Pioneer, and that Ijeirloom, now 
so beautifully wreathed with the leaves of success, rejoices in the distinctive cogno- 
men attached, the entirety of her title a legend, namely, Ye Ancient, Honorable 
Pioneer. 

There appears at least one humorous feature to the succeeding term of office, for 
it is reported that at each, meeting a quarter cask of wine was sei'ved, and this prac- 
tice became a custom which remained in vogue for three or four years thereafter, 
until the Steward's books showed an expenditure of one-third more for wine tlian for 
solids ; hence tliis outlay was rerluced as time advanced, liljatioiis occurring only 
at quarterl-y meetings ; and finally liibulous refreshment was dispensei.1 with alto- 
gether. 

Jolm Abrams, wdio was Grand Lodge Secretary for many years and passed 
beyond about 5799, was honored in memory with the distinction of christening his 
namesake's Lodge, the signing of the Charter and granting of the petition being 
simultaneous, and its name was not changed to that of Pioneci- until Juno 5, 1873. 
From what can 'oe learned of the careei- of the Lodge from 1800 to 1^07, it apjiears 



that meetings were inl'requeut, lielil at uncertain periods, gradually creating deeper 
interest, vet with onl}^ spasmodic z(\d, especially during the nation's struggles through 
the C'ivil War in tlie sixties. 

Time and again was the life ol' tlie Lodge threatened by evidence of desuetude, 
but time and again the crv rcviuiini was echoed in its almost desolate lialls, and 
stoical liearts were at last made glad in tlie assurance tliat the new term — Pioneer — 
meant persistency, strength, endurance, and continuity. 

Apropos to tlie character, the sterling qualities, and tlie unimpeachalile right- 
eousness (in the true sense) of tlie early founders of Pioneer (//''c Abrams) Lodge, 
here is appended an original poem by the clironicler, whicli is intended to depict the 
type of real men in ye olden time. 



mDmrnj:^ 



JOSIAH NETTLETON. 

Nestled aindiig the yray iiiiiuutaius uf Maine, 
Grandly historic, sung time and again, 
Rests a small town of a few liundred souls. 
Sheltered from storms by great pine-covered knolls 
Here, in the quiet seelusion of life. 
On a. l)vo,'i(l farm lived a fai'mer and wife, 
t'liildle.ss througli many a long changeful year, 
Tjost to the world, not a relative near. 

Fairly possesse^l of a lionntiful share 

Of what' was neededfnl to eat, drink, and wear. 

'riiey lived united, through sunshine and tears. 

Pleasures and griefs, for full forty-live years. 

Josiah Xettleton — th.-it was /i/.s name ; 

See him to-day and to-morrow the same ; 

Sinewy, muscular, strong as a bull. 

Yet of g(iod-naturedness .lust brimming full. 

Nose like ;i meat-a.\e edge, eye of a hawk : 

Somewhat deeisi\'e In^ ^vlien >'ou made talk ; 

Clean as ;in .alder liml), stra.igiit as ail ash. 

Sharp as a brier and quick as a flash. 

One of that sort wliich you read about now. 

Firm in eonviction, yet I will atlow 

Nothing \\'ould tempt him to lie meanly wrong ; 

You'd seareely see him with anger unstriiug. 

Some of his gossiping neighbors, T know, 
Sa,id, 'M)l(l 'Si' Xettleton ain't very shvw 
t'losin' a mor'gage ei- casliin' a. note ! " 
I never judged a man just by his coat. 
Chad in tiLe old-fashioned homespun of .gray, 
M.inly ill heart, with a pure, simple way 
Wliieh ill itself w.as enough to insure 
Honest, .s((uare dea.ling with rich or with poor, 



Upright, unselfish, anrt blunt as a rock. 

Bred from the old-fashioned pure Plymouth stoek. 

Seventy years of life's sunshine and storm 

Had modeled him in true pioneer form. 

Such was his character. He was a man 

Fashioned and tempered by God's righteous plan ; 

While his good helpmate — a fit counterpart 

Of his plain nature and great whole-souled heart — 

Learned the sweet attriljutes early in life 
How to fulfill the requirements of wife. 
Simple and earnest in each word and deed. 
Ever a friend to the worthy in need. 
Matilda — this was the name of the wife — 
She was the essence of Josiah's life. 
She had odd days and queer spells, to be suie. 
But ever, always was kind to the poor. 

The sick and afflicted, those in distress. 

All knew " Mother Tildy's " plain Quaker dress ; 

And the love in her keen gray eye assiired 

No comfort was lack which could be procured. 

Her voice, low and sweet, like notes of a bird. 

Hushed many a heart that anger had stirred ; 

Her creed, plain and simjile, the Golden Rule — 

Grand prototype of an old-fashioned school. 

Josiah toiled and he garnered liis grain 
While the sun shone. Peradventure the rain 
Drove him indoors, there was plenty to do, 
Mending a draw-chain or setting a shoe. 
Summer was past and the autumn well spent ; 
Nature was glowing in gorgeous raiment ; 
The barns were well filled with sweet, fragrant hay : 
The birds warbled siiftly a farewell lay 

To the woods and meadovs's, the fields and brooks, 

Where, hidden away in sequestered nooks. 

They had lived through summer, each with its brood ; 

Now they seemed chanting their great gratitude. 

Harvest was over. The end of a year. 

With its glad holidays and the good cheer 

Of Thanksgiving-time, was quite near at hand : 

Plenty and peace seemed to dwell in that land. 

Josiah Nettletou's autunui was nigh ! 

The once sturdy yeomau, now sere and dry, 

Would quickly before the cold winter's blast 

Bend low his proud, hoary head soon at last. 

His life had been Init a pure, honest one. 

And there was naught he had left here undone. 

'Twas rumored about f(n- a fact, indeed. 

That " ' Si ' neither preaclied nor practiced a creed 

' Of any church, sect, religion, or ism ; 
Had never desired (jr received baptism ; 
Nor feared he a devil or damning hell, 
As Watts and Calvin were once wont to tell. 
But back in th' sixties, 'fore th' big draft, 
'Twas known thet " Si " J'ined th' Masonic craft ; 
An' a'ter the war he did love t' tell 
How he fit with brave Meade an' faced shot an' shell.' 



■Til' battle o" Vickslini-n", wlicu tlii-mmli tli' uiulit. 
Ik' liail \vatcliL-(l liy a. Ijny who fell ia tlic light ; 
As til' (lay dawned, baud t' back, bveast t' breast 
Lay til' te«- ! One dead — well, you know the rest ! 
Except their uniforms differed, I say, 
Oue wus suioke-begriiued blue and one bloody gray. 
Frum a dead level " Si " raised the stark form 
]5y grip of a lion. Nor fears he storm " 

■Of weird soreecliiug grapnel showering anew 
O'er carnage-swept field dyed with gory dew. 
To a perx^endicular, then, the sold 
Sought the JMaster above at destiny's goal. 

' Si ' finished his course, at last mustered out," 
Returned to his farm, his neighbors in doubt 
As wdiether he'd always beeu loyal, true 
To the flag — Old Glory, red, white, and blue. 

He had, ne'ertheless, lieen upright and jnst. 
' Xo matter," saiil he; ■' if I go to dust 
I'm satisfied with my heaven on earth. 
Thar' is but one God, who'll Judge of my worth 
By deeds, free thoughts, and the life 1 led here. 
If it pleases Him I'll go to that sphere 
AVhar" love, a beacon, shall guide me aright. 
An' truth shall befriend, to give me more light." 

Slowly l)ut surely the aged man failed, 
llopetid to the last in his faith, nor quailed 
AVhen death placed a mark upon him at last ; 
Sluicing to rest when the long day was past — 
Just as an infant lies sweetly to rest. 
Safe from all harm, on its own mother's breast, 
llumlile, indeed, was the ni.-ui's lowly birth. 
Peaceful and calm his last moments on earth. 

Then from the woodland a soft, gentle breeze 
Swept through the old orchard's bare, leafless trees. 
Resting in due form and breathing deep, slow. 
Eagerly list'ning for summons to go. 
In his last moments he muttered a prayer — 
■ We met on a le\'el, part on the square I" 
When the day closed with its deep-setting sun, 
.Josiah Xettleton's earth-work was done. 



A List of Past Masters as an Historical Reference. 



Trar. 

isno. 

1801. 
1803. 
1808. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 



1811. 
1813. 
1813. 
18U. 
1815. 
1816. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
1830. 
1831 . 
1832. 
1833. 
1S9A. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837. 
1828. 
1839. 
1830. 
1831. 
1833. 
1833. 
1834. 
18.35. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
18.39. 
1840. 
1841. 
1843. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 



3[(ist('iv. UiiUiiiL 

John Coffin 

John Collin 

Adrian Hej^'anian 

Wiliiani Ctiee.sni-m 

Robert Youn^' 

D. D. Sinitli 

AVilliani Biakew.-ll 

Ze1)arliali Ring s 

Nevington Grenard 9 

E. W. King 15 

CoeGale 11 

{Diirhm tliix i/i'iii- till' (iintc'lhi- 
tioii ■■ riiisi'il " ii'iis ti rst ancil 
nnO I'ontimicil in iixc thcre- 
tifter.] 

Robert Young 6 

Robert Young 13 

Zebadiah Ring 3 

Daniel D. Sniitli 3 

Roljert Young 9 

Williaii Bake well 8 

Bn.sh G. Brown 6 

Bu.sh G. Brown 14 

James Wel)ster 16 

Jame.s A. Moore 13 

James A. Moore 5 

Amos Hnlse 4 

Robert Young 6 

^YiUiam Clieesman : 5 

Jobn W. Rowan 3 

John Hawley 3 

Peter McNamara 3 

Robert Roberts 3 

Robert Roberts 1 

Alonzo A. Alvord 1 

James De Baun 3 

Charles Hillsliurg 1 

Samuel Brown 1 

.Tohn Gra J' 

John Coffin, .Tr 

John Coffin, Jr 3 

Amos Hnlse 6 

Amos Hulse 4 

James J. Tonipsori 7 

John Mansfield 5 

John Mansfield 4 

Herman C. Lincoln 4 

Robert Roberts 6 

Philip S. Van Houten 5 

Philip a. Van Houten 3 

Simon I. Wyckoff 6 

Amos Hirlse 8 



I'nlr. Milstei-x. Iliiisnl. 

1848. B. Moony 4 

1849. John Lucas 3 

1850. John H. Oliver 3 

1851. W. P. A^an Hougliten 4 

1853. W. E. Lyons 13 

18.53. W. A. Brower 6 

1854. Julian Allen 6 

18.5.5. N. B. Mills 11 

1 856. Jolm Lucas 7 

18.57. Julian Allen 8 

18.58. Julian Allen 5 

18.59. Julian Allen i; 

1860. Julian Allen 4 

1861. Joseph Hazell 5 

1863. Josepli Hazell 3 

1 863. Russell M. Bool 6 

1864. Russell M. Bool 5 

1865. Rdw.Kirk 4 

1866. Kdw.Kirk 3 

1867. Kdw Kirk 3 

1868. Kdw. Kirk 3 

1869. Charles A. Seaman 10 

1870. Jefferson Edwards 4 

1871. .Jefferson Edwards 3 

1873. G. T. Lockwood 4 

1873. G. T. Lockwood 3 

1874. W. M. Van Note.^ 3 

1875. Thomas Clendenen 3 

1876. Tliomas Clentlenen 4 

1877. Cliarles A. Seaman 2 

1878. James W. Hay 1 

1879. Thomas .J. Ijockwood 

1880. Thomas J. Lockwood 8 

1881. John M. Robinson 11 

1883. F. L. W. Severn 17 

1883. F. L. W. Severn 3 

1884. F. L. W. Severn 5 

1885. Jolm W. Rowan 7 

1886. John ^V. Rowan 3 

1887. Samuel B. "Wheeler 8 

1888. Samuel B. Wheeler 7 

1889. Samuel B. Wheeler 10 

1890. Peter Fleck 10 

1891. ^^^B^^^^^^^^^^^^i^^ 
1893. Eugene Erath 11 

1893. Charles B. Grogan 13 

1894. Frank Dobson 35 

1895. Frank Dobson 37 

1 896. Charles S. Torrey 19 

1897. James F. MacEntee 8 

1898. Louis W. Duesing 29 

1899. Louis W. Duesing 30 

1900. Louis W. Duesing 



Roster of 
Pioneer Lodge, No. 20, F. & A. M,, 

1900, 



Anthony, Dtmiel May 29, 

Allen, Jr., Thomas Marcli 26, 

Anger, Louis J June ;24 

Anderson, Charles April 14. 

Anderson, Richard April 28. 

Baer, Bernard July 31 

Bocli, William A April 18, 

Bernstein, George B . . . . . December 14, 

Becker, Julius W Jantrary 35, 

Baer, Isidor April 34. 

Baker, George E April 8, 

Boeruir, Isaac April 36, 

Beudle, Walter V March 38, 

Borkheim, Ben.jamin May 13, 

Bennett, Charles H April 14, 

Bell, Joseph December 33. 

Chandler, Paul April 34 

Caruthers, AVilliam H May 14, 

Cook, Martin A^ November 36. 

Crane, S. N October 

Corn, A. J April 8. 

Cahill, Edward January 6, 

Clark, Edmund April 36, 

Cary, Stephen W December 9, 

Caramella, Santos November 9, 

Duesing, Loui.s W February 30, 

Dobson, Prank Jtme 18, 

Dann, Asher February £ 

Durand, George 1) March 36, 

Douglas, William J November 36, 

Derr, Henry H October 38, 

Doane, Dorris W June 8, 

Dibelka, Otto June 34, 

Erath, Eugene November 33. 

Engel. Frank A November 36 

Ehrmann, Samuel November '.; 

Eder, Frederick January 34, 

Ehlers, James F April 14, 

Engelhardt, Jr., Herman. November 3, 

Fleck, Peter August 3, 

Fox, David November 36, 

Freund, F April 8, 

Fox. George February 10, 



i8(;5 

1894 
1898 
1,899 
1899 
ISTl 
18,87 
1891 
1893 
1893 
189.5 
1897 
1898 
1 898 
1899 
1,899 
1893 
1894 
1894 
1895 
1895 
1868 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1883 
1888 
1893 
1894 
1894 
1895 
1,896 
1,898 
1891 
1894 
1897 
1898 
1,899 
1899 
1885 
1894 
1895 
1896 



Fetzer, John Henry March 28, 1898 

Grogan, Charles B August 3, 1885 

Gorman, Henry T April 18, 1887 

Gluck, Louis March 33, 1,896 

Gardner, Maurice March 14, 1898 

Greenberg, Benjamin March 14, 1898 

Griffin, Robert Hill March 14, 1898 

Garrison, William B March 14, 1898 

Godhelp, Henry December 9, 1898 

Greenberg, Max February 34, 1899 

Goldman, Samuel April 38, 1899 

Griffin, Carlton L March 14, 1898 

Hart, Joseph A November 24, 1864 

Harper, Claudius P December 5, 18,81 

Hornidge, Samuel B August 30, 1886 

Hall, P. C October 38, 1895 

Hoffman, George October 38, 1895 

Hill, Edivard March 39, 1880 

Hornbeck, Melviu March 33, 1896 

Hollerith, Henry June 8, 1896 

Hatele, William May 13, 1,898 

Hildenbrand, George O. H. F. C. 

Hunter, William J Decemlier 9, 1898 

Hilts, William H April 14, 1899 

Use, John March 36, 1894 

Judson, Alfred H November 36, 1894 

Johnson, William D March 5, 1860 

Jacobs, Jacob March 14, 1898 

Kirk, Edward February 11, 1863 

Kent, Charles November 30, 1885 

Kun, Jacob October 8, 1894 

Kline, Peter E November 36, 1894 

Keifer, Ludwig W November 36, 1896 

Kaiider, Louis January 13, 1896 

Keys, William H January 30, 1873 

Klappert, Emil W October 16, 1871 

Ketcham, Samuel S April 17, 1882 

Langston, Frederick B March 8, 1852 

Lemon, Thomas K March 18, 1,889 

Leon, Samuel June 26, 1893 

Lahr, Henry B Juue 8, 1896 

Law, Jr., Jesse L March 14, 1898 

Lutz, Jacob F November 9, 1899 



Moses, Bernard J October 33, 1890 

Morey, George C Tanuary 36, 1891 

Metz, William J June 33, 1891 

Morgan, Thomas F October 38, 1895 

Mitchell, Solomon October 38, 1895 

Mustard, j;imer February 10, 189B 

Meeks, Charles IT June 8, 1896 

Moll, William M Tune 34, 1898 

Matthews, Walter .S Septemlicr IT, 1877 

Madleing, William Novenilier 10, 1899 

Miller, Charles W December 33, 1899 

MacKntee, Joseiili F May 14, 1894 

Neugeboru, Adolph April 30, 1W.I7 

Noelke, Charles 1). J May 36, isiiy 

Olsson, George J., :\r.I) March 18, 1889 

Orelup, Bradley S Decendx'r 8, 1899 

Penniman, Alfred H August 3, 1883 

Polhemus, Charles F. . .SSeptember 13, 1893 

Phillips. Keeve W January 8, 1894 

Pilkingtoii, John October 38, 1895 

Porr, Jacob G February 10, 1896 

Perry, Edward O June 8. 1.896 

Pattengill, Julius May 36, 1899 

ParrJ^ Francis W X(.vember 9, 1899 

Reynolds, Jacob May 15, 1894 

Ruge, Peter March 17, 1873 

Reilly, Thomas June 33, 1890 

Reynolds, Thomas H May 14, 1894 

Rutz, William F. W April 8, 1895 

Rice, All.ert C Xovember :34, 1899 

Redfern, A December 33, 1899 

Robersoii, K. M April 8, 1,895 

Rehberger, Moritz N(jvendjer 9, 1896 

Rosenthal, Samuel Xovember 33, 1897 

Rutz, Jacob March 34, 1898 

Scott, David June 1.5, 1868 

Schmalholz, Theodore March 16, 1868 

Stadtfeld, K. Y Tune 1, 1SS5 

Stone, Edward May 6, l.ssii 

Sanders. .lolui C February 33, 18911 

Stein, Samuel II Xnveniljer 36, 1.894 

Schoonmaker. H. S April 8, 1895 

Simms, Frederick (i (Jctober 38, 1895 

Spingler, George Fel)riiary 10, 1896 

Schwerin, Adol|ili March 33, 1.S96 



Staflford, John February 8, 1897 

Spielkan, Francis S. von. . ..March 14, 1898 

Schmid, Pld ward March 38, 1898 

Solomon, Ruben May 1.3, 1898 

Schwarz, Samuel May 13, 1.898 

Sutphen, Thomas .M October 38, 1898 

Simons, Harry October 38, 1,S98 

Schroeder, Jules October 38, 1898 

Straus, Martin December 9, 1898 

Smith, Walter Scott April 14. 1.899 

Selligman, Samuel April 28, 1898 

Smith, Charles PI May 26, 1899 

Schwartz, Maurice I. May 26, 1899 

Smith, William A February 34, 1899 

SteiTens, John Xovember 9, 1899 

Stenson, William F X'ovember 10, 1.899 

Schmutz. Louis W Xovember 10, 1899 

Schmidt, R. C December 33, 1899 

Tipping, Edward May 5, 1873 

Taylor, William H May 17, 1.880 

Torrey, Charles S March 31, 1890 

Tisch. Arnold February 10, 1896 

Thomp.son, Nicholas X'ovemberlO, 1899 

Trapp, Nicholas December 8, 1,899 

VoUertson, .James I' September .5, 1875 

Vogel, F April 8, 1895 

Valenti. Charles February 34. 1899 

Wheeler, Samuel B February 33, 1870 

Warren, .J,-imes May 4, 1874 

Waring, Edmund March 19, 1888 

Warner, Edwin F February 3, 1890 

Wahlig, Charles Xovember 36, 1894 

Walilig, F. A April 8, 1895 

Wahlig, H. G April .8, 1895 

Wahlig. Frederick April 8. 1895 

Weiss, Eniil October 38, 1895 

Weidlcr. John June 3.8. 1897 

Wichman, Aug X'ovember 33, 1897 

Weinberger. Carl March 3.8. 1898 

Weber, Julitis December 9, 1898 

Wise, Sanfonl .1 May 36, 1899 

Yates, Samuel April S, 1858 

Y.ates, Saul \pril 35, 1893 

Younger, Cliarles S Tanuary 8. 1894 

Zunino. Frank Tune 34. 1898 



HONORjVRY. 

W. D. Pownall. G. Master. 
.ToliTi Stewart, P. G. Master. 
K. M. E. Elders. Grd. Secretary. 
W. H. Hill. 
John Brolles. 



OUR LAST EXCURSION. 

(Phess Clipping.) 

PIONEER LODGE, No. 20, F. & A. M., Manhattan, had an outing at lona 
Island on Sunday, August 7, 1899, and 2,000 expectant hearts were made 
glad ere the day was done ; foi- never was there a Iiappier time fulfilled in Lrini- 
lumg measure than on that occasion. Little tots in arms of careful mothers, chil- 
dren, maidens, and beaux, grandpas and matrons, all mingled harmoniously without 
dissension or discordant note of argument. 

It was as if one great united family had gathered to offer tuneful jtraise in inno- 
cent recreation, rest, and refi-eshment. 

The outing was carefully arranged and skillfully conducted by an efficient com- 
mittee, and the receipts of the day, amounting to a very generous s\im, netted over 
$800 to the Association. 

Many notables were present — in fact they were in the majority, yet of one, a 
womanly woman, we will make especial mention. 

In the midst of merry dancers trips a mother seventy-five years of age and 
pirouettes two waltz numbers with her son, W. Louis W. Duesing, of whom she was 
justly proud as being master of the situation. 

What heritage has man 

More vast or great 
Than mother love ? 

^V^hich was his first estate. 



MASONIC HOMES. 

m UGH has been written about the many and various "homes" which are con- 
ducted and supported by our Ijeloved fraternity, but herein follows a brief 
itinerary concerning the Home at Utica, which in the main it will be observed 
is quoted, but such matter is unqestionably authoritative and authentic. 

One bright sunset day in the summer of 1842 a worthy brother named Green- 
field Pote, Grand Tyler of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, hatl a con- 
ference with Grand Secretary James Herring on the subject of originating a hall 
and asylum fund, for the benefit of poor, distressed, or invalid conditioned worthy 
brethren, and suiting the action to the word he passed to the Secretary a new silver 
dollar, thus becoming the first contributor to the fund, which in time aggregated suf- 
ficient to establish and maintain one of the very best institutions in the country. 

Soon thereafter a temple was erected for the use of the various Masonic bodies 
within this jurisdiction, the same being under the direct auspices of the Grand Lodge 
of tlie State ; and moneys derived from sub rentals and other sources of revenue are 
in a general measure used, for the maintenance of the Utica establishment. 

The Home is situated suburban from the city proper, and 1 60 acres of ground 
surround it, making the refuge most agreeable and inviting, destitute of the con- 



trai-ted m- coiio'ested comlitioii of similar institutions, and "to-day, on the Iteautiful 
plateau overlooking the city [Utica], stand hniildings superlj in architectural design, 
convenient in arrangement, solid in eonsti'uction — the grandest structures devoted to 
jMasonic charity on the American continent." 

On Octol.ier 5, 1892, dedicatory services were performed, the formal opening 
taking place on May 1, IS'.i.'i, and the cost of the main building was announced to 
have cost (exclusive of furniture and fittings) the sum of -si 57, 000. 

M. W. Jesse Ij. Anthony was appointed Superintendent of the Home, "and 
has since most wisc'ly and acceptably conducted it, and with his good wife has won 
the confidence and esteem of inmates and of the Craft at large." Numerous other 
buildings have been from time to time added to the original initial structure, notably 
one, the Memorial Building for (.'hildren, the same costing upward of 8G0,000. 

"The entire cost of the Hijnie, including improvements, additions, new build- 
ings, etc., according to latest reports of trustees, is §.375,076. 71 , and since the opening 
of the institution, on May 1, 1.S93 (to April 1, 1898), there have been registered as 
guests 326 inmates, of which number 221 still remain, and the average expense for 
their maintenance is -sl 88. 50 per rapitu per annum, the physicians of Utica having 
freelv given their services when required." 

Here, "the garden spjot of the bpautiful ^lohawk A'allev, the pi'oblem of main- 
tenance and conduct of the Home can only be di'termiued by tlie experience of vears 
to follow tlie present era, liul witli tlie increased facilities provided there is already a 
demand for still greatei- conveniences : vet there is not tlie sliglitest doubt but that all 
necessities will be met witli as liberal generosity as has ever Iveen displaveil by the 
fratcrnitv in this our now (iri.-ater ^fanhattan." 

Apropos to tli(! subject now closing, we insert an original prayer sent us from 
one of the contented family at \\ii- Home : 

COXFIUKXCK, 

Father, Thuu iu lie.-ivtii ;itjo\'e. 
Look down from Thy throne of love ; 
Beneath Tliy lianil I'll .shelter take 
Until the morning sun awake : 
Tlien, refreshed. Til strive to be 
All that's pleasing. Lord, to Thee, 
Forgive my faults, and let me re.st 
Ever on my Saviour's bi-east. 

;\Iori' elalioratc statistical information can be obtained on application to the Home, 
and Its [irogr(!SS undoulitedly will eventually meet with tlie admiration of not only the 
Masonic fraternity, but of all good jieople generally, " wherever dispersed." 



MASONIC HALLS IN OLD AND NEW MANHATTAN. 

CHE first Masonic hall in New York City was St. John's, situated at No. S Frank- 
fort Street, directly in the rear of what is now the World Building. This hall 
was not only used for meetings of Master Masons, but also for the assemblies of 
chapters and tlie convocations of Kniglits Templar. 'Twas here that Aln-anis Lodge 
met during the years 1806-20, inclusive, thence to Union Hall, corner Oliver and 
Henry Streets, later to Shakespeare Hotel, corner William and Duane Streets, where 
they did abide from May, 1S39, to April, 1S41, and from thence, the same year, to 
Howard Hotel, corner Howard Street and Broadway, r(imaining until May, 1850, 
thence to Free Mason's Hall, 600 Broadway. 

Next in order was a Lodge of Masons located on Broadway, near Peai'l Street, 
dedicated in the year 18.30, and at the time considered to be a Gothic ornament to the 
city, and during the time of the anti-Masonic turbulence was rechristened " G(jthic 
Hall.'' Razed in 1856, it was su[iphuited by the present temple in Twenty-third 
Street, which edifice was dedicated in 1875, and to the credit of its architects it 
stands, bold-outlined in massive grandeur, having cost to erect and complete nearly 
11,500,000. It contains many Lodge and committee rooms which return from 
rentals a handsome sum annually, the same, or a major part thereof, being applied to 
the expenses of the Masonic Home at Utica, alluded to elsewhere in this volume. 

The disconnected records also show that in 1863 Abrams Lodge occupied 
" rooms " at Broome and Crosby Streets, remaining until 186*7. From that year until 
1800 they occupied quarters in Eastern Star Hall, Seventh Street and Third Avenue, 
for a period of twenty-three years ; forward to German Masonic Temple, three 
years' tenantry ; on to Lexington Avenue Opera House, remaining five years ; and 
from the latter place to their present home in the Temple, at Twenty-third Street 
and Sixth Avenue. 



DATA AND FACTS. 

The creation of the world began 4008, followed by the birth of Cain, the transi- 
tion of Enoch to heaven, the destruction of the world by a deluge (which lasted 
377 days), the building of the Tower of Babel, the founding of the Chinese 
monarchy by the descendants of Noah, the entrance of the Israelites into Canaan 
after forty years' nomadic existence in the wilderness, and finally on Monday, Decem- 
ber 25, at the close of the eventful era of B.C. 135-138, the birth of Christ is chron- 
icled and the new era of life begins. 

The computation of time Anno Domini was computed by Dionysius in the year 
of our time 516, and religious liberty was first granted (the Huguenots) in 1562, and 
'twas then the dominant spirit of liberty asserted itself most prominently, followed in 
the year 1588 by publication of the first newspaper, that the more rapid dissemina- 
tion of knowledge might be established and wisdom reign to be cultivated by the 
masses. 

Operative Masonry has existed almost since the beginning of time, and speevkUive 
Masonry had its first inception in the hearts of men long years before the birth of Him 
who created an epoch in the year 1. THE CHRONKILER. 



Ill eonelusioi), let us reflect, upon the moral, social, siiiritual, and other lienefits 
derivable from the coiniiiin>;'ling with our beloved fraternity. The term "once a 
Mason alwaj^s a Mason " is in tlui main true, save that no order extant completely 
C(jiitrols th(! actions of its iiKMiibers, and there never has heeii nor probably will be 
i;'athered together any extended number of coworkers in any religious, social, civic, 
or secret sect, of any class or clan, but what in time will unwittingly admit within its 
domains a certain, yet low, percentage of derelicts, who, wdiile casting but a shadow 
of regret upon tlie parent tree, eventually reap tin? self-inflicted blow of merciless 
scorn and contempit of all mankind. 

The attributes and beatitudes of Freemasonry are manifold, and its tenets are 
naught but those whose wholesome lessons contain nothing whatsoever m conflict 
with one's duty to personal self and kindred, to mankind generally, and last, but 
paramount to all, the Jehovali Himself. 

It has been, therefore, and is and ever will be the religion of religions, demon- 
strating the equity of the Golden Rule to "do unt(j others as ye would they should 
do unto 3^ou.'' 

A Worthy Quaker thus wrote : "I expect to pass through this world but once. 
If, therefore, there lie any kindness I can show or any good thing I can do for a fel- 
low-being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it ; for 1 shall not pass 
this wav atrain." 



'Ti 



HYMN TO THE DEITY. 

Almighty God, who dwells in light, 
Kiithroiied on you stupeudo\is height. 

Thy mercy we imph:)re. 
With confidence in Thee alone. 
With reverence we approach Tliy throne, 

And (inly Thee adore. 

Thou only canst, with power innate. 
Revoke the stern decrees of Fate, 

Or bid the sun stand still. 
At Thy behest and mandate strong 
Move the celestial spheres along. 

Obedient to Thy will. 

Thy Spirit did, in ancient day.s, 
O'er theitavk void His brilliant rays 

In bright effulgence spread. 
And 'mid the dire confusion wrought. 
Order from chaos quickly brought, 

The living from the dead. 

What time Thou hadst, with potents dre.->il. 
Thy people out of bondage led. 

To gain the Promised Land. 
Not ocean's broad expanse withstood. 
But through the intervening flood 

The waves divided stand. 

Thou didst descend in days of yore 
On Sinai's summit, loft and hoar. 

To promulgate Thy law. 
While thunders loud around Thee cra.shed, 
And lightnings from the center flashed, 

The people bowed in awe. 




"Be thou faithful unto death.' 



